
In light of the economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the Commonwealth and the significant 
cost to administer a hemp production regulatory program that complies with federal law and regulation, 
VDACS will not be resubmitting a hemp production regulatory plan to USDA.   
 
After October 31, 2020, USDA will be responsible for administering a hemp production regulatory 
program in Virginia that complies with the 2018 federal Farm Bill and USDA’s Hemp Production Rule.   
 
VDACS will continue to issue Industrial Hemp Grower, Dealer, and Processor Registrations. 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
(Revised 9/10/2020) 

 
What does this mean for my 2020 hemp crop? 
 
Until October 31, 2020, VDACS will be the primary regulator of hemp production in Virginia.  VDACS 
will use a risk-based system to select hemp production fields for sampling.  If your production field is 
selected, a VDACS inspector will contact you by the end of September 2020. 
 
Any hemp crop that has not been harvested by October 31, 2020, must be sampled and tested in 
accordance with USDA’s Hemp Production Rule.  More information regarding the sampling required 
under USDA’s Hemp Production Rule can be found below. 
 
 
Do I need to get a hemp producer license from USDA? 
 
In order to comply with federal law and regulations, you will need to obtain a hemp producer license from 
USDA, if you plan to grow hemp or harvest your 2020 hemp crop after October 31, 2020.  
 
In order to comply with Virginia law and obtain an affirmative defense against a marijuana-related 
criminal charge, you will need to maintain VDACS Industrial Hemp Grower Registration.  
 
VDACS recognizes that this dual license and registration requirement is not ideal, and VDACS is 
working on a solution to enable a grower with a USDA Hemp License to have an affirmative defense 
against a marijuana-related criminal charge without obtaining a VDACS Industrial Hemp Grower 
Registration.  VDACS will alert you to any changes as soon as possible. 
 
 
How do I get a hemp producer license from USDA? 
 
You should apply now to obtain a hemp producer license from USDA. USDA is currently accepting 
applications on a rolling basis.  USDA will begin issuing licenses to Virginia hemp growers on November 
1, 2020.  
 
Again, in order to comply with federal law and regulations, you will need to obtain a hemp producer 
license from USDA, if you plan to grow hemp or harvest your 2020 hemp crop after October 31, 2020.  
 



To apply, you will need to first obtain an FBI criminal history report.  This link will direct you to 
instructions on how to get this report: https://www.fbi.gov/services/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks 
 
USDA’s Hemp License Application is available here: 
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/USDAHempLicenseApplicationAMS_26.pdf 
 
There is no application fee.  You can email your completed application to farmbill.hemp@usda.gov. 
 
A USDA Hemp License must be renewed every three years. 
 
 
I have questions about USDA’s hemp licensing process.  Who do I contact? 
 
USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service administers the federal hemp licensing program. You can 
contact this program via email at farmbill.hemp@usda.gov. 
 
 
Is my Industrial Hemp Grower Registration still good? Do I need to renew my Industrial Hemp 
Grower Registration? 
 
Your VDACS Industrial Hemp Grower Registration is valid until the expiration date stated on the 
registration.   
 
To comply with Virginia law and obtain an affirmative defense against a marijuana-related criminal 
charge, you need a VDACS Industrial Hemp Grower Registration.  VDACS is working on a solution to 
enable a grower with a USDA Hemp License to have an affirmative defense against a marijuana-related 
criminal charge without obtaining a VDACS Industrial Hemp Grower Registration.  VDACS will alert 
you to any changes as soon as possible.  
 
 
What do I need to do once I get a USDA Hemp License? 
 
Report to FSA 
After you receive a USDA Hemp License, you will need to report your hemp crop acreage to USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency (FSA).  You can find your local FSA office here: 
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=va&agency=fsa. 
 
When you visit your local FSA office to report your hemp crop acreage, you should take (i) a copy of 
your license, (ii) photo identification, and (iii) a copy of your lease or deed for the land on which you are 
growing hemp. 
 
You can find your local FSA office here: 
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=va&agency=fsa. 
 
Annual Report 
Each USDA-licensed hemp producer must submit an annual report using this form: 
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/USDAHempProducerAnnualReportAMS_28.pdf 



 
This report should be submitted via email to forms.hemp@usda.gov by December 15 each year. 
 
If you have harvested your 2020 hemp crop by October 31, 2020, you do not need to submit this report in 
2020. 
 
Sampling and Testing 
Any hemp grown on or after November 1, 2020, must be sampled and tested in accordance with USDA’s 
Hemp Production Rule.   
 
A USDA-licensed hemp producer will need to contact a sampling agent who complies with USDA’s 
Hemp Production Rule and request that the agent collect a sample from his or her hemp crop 15 days 
prior to harvest.  The Total THC concentration of this sample must be tested by a testing laboratory that 
complies with USDA’s Hemp Production Rule.  The testing laboratory will send you and USDA the 
results of your sample’s THC test.  
 
You can email USDA (farmbill.hemp@usda.gov) to identify a sampling agent in your area.   
 
You can find a list of testing laboratories that comply with USDA’s Hemp Production Rule here: 
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/hemp/dea-laboratories 
 
Hemp growers will be responsible for any costs associated with sampling and testing. 
 
Disposal Report 
Any USDA-licensed hemp producer who produces cannabis that has tested over the acceptable delta-9 
THC must submit the form below no later than 30 days after disposing of noncompliant crop.  
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/USDAHempDisposalFormAMS_27.pdf 
 
 
Is VDACS still issuing industrial hemp registrations? 
 
VDACS will continue to issue Industrial Hemp Grower, Dealer, and Processor Registrations.  
 
VDACS will continue to inspect Registered Industrial Hemp Processors who intend to produce a hemp-
derived extract intended for human consumption.  


