
VIRGINIA STATE MANAGED POLLINATOR PROTECTION PLAN 

FACT SHEET 

 

• The Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) current pollinator 

protection activities include: 

 Funding a multi-year research project with Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State 

University entitled The Decline of Honey Bees in Virginia: An Assessment of Colony 

Health and Pesticide Exposures. The goal of this research is to provide a 

comprehensive assessment of the health status of managed honey bee colonies and 

the risk of pesticide exposures to these colonies in Virginia. The information gathered 

in this study will be used to develop management practices for both pesticide 

applicators and beekeepers to reduce the loss of managed colonies for the beekeeping 

industry.  

 Pollinator protection activities are coordinated through two offices within VDACS’s 

Division of Consumer Protection: the Office of Plant Industry Services (OPIS) and 

the Office of Pesticide Services (OPS): 

 OPIS activities include: 

• Conducting inspections of commercial operations for the production of 

honey bee hives and queen honey bees and migratory operations; 

• Participating in education programs to provide information and 

training to the beekeeping community; 

• Investigating reports of honey bee diseases in non-commercial hives to 

suppress spread of harmful diseases and pests; and 

• Coordinating with OPS when any report of an alleged pesticide 

exposure to bees is received. 

 OPS activities include: 

• Conducting inspections and use observations throughout the State to 

ensure pesticides are applied legally; 

• Investigating any tips or complaints received regarding the misuse of 

pesticides including incidents involving exposure of bees to pesticides; 



• Providing relevant information related to protecting pollinators at 

outreach and education events annually including training courses for 

pesticide applicator; and 

• Monitoring federal pollinator protection activities. 

 OPIS and OPS have established the “Investigation Guidance for Alleged 

Pesticide Related Bee Incidents” document that outlines the coordinated 

efforts between their respective offices.  This document is used when any 

report of an alleged pesticide exposure to bees is received. 

 

• In June of 2014, a Presidential Memorandum directed an interagency task force to create a 

“Strategy to Promote the Health of Honey Bees and Other Pollinators.” 

 Charged Federal departments and agencies with taking steps to reverse pollinator 

losses and to help restore pollinator populations; 

 Co-chaired by the Secretary of Agriculture and the Administrator of the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the task force included representatives 

from the federal departments and agencies, for example, Departments of : Defense; 

Education; Energy; Housing and Urban Development; Interior; State; Transportation, 

etc.; 

 The memo directed agencies and departments to undertake agency-specific actions 

and specifically directed the EPA to engage state lead agencies for pesticide 

regulation in developing state managed pollinator protection plans as a means of 

mitigating the risk of pesticides to bees and other managed pollinators; 

 As a result of the Presidential Directive, the National Strategy to Promote the Health 

of Honey Bees and other Pollinators was released on May 19, 2015.   

 

• To further its pollinator protection activities and as a result of the above, VDACS has 

embarked on laying the framework for development of the Virginia State Managed Pollinator 

Protection Plan (Plan).  The Plan: 

 Is a voluntary, proactive approach which includes best management practices for all 
stakeholders; 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2014/06/20/presidential-memorandum-creating-federal-strategy-promote-health-honey-b


 Focuses on communication and coordination between stakeholders including 

agricultural producers, pesticide applicators, landowners and beekeepers; 

 Will be developed taking into consideration the input received from stakeholders; 

 Applies to both agricultural and non-agricultural (i.e. turf and ornamental pest 

control) pesticide applications; 

 Focuses on  “managed pollinators” which includes any species of pollinators that are 

managed by humans for pollination purposes, the production of honey, beeswax, or 

other products; managed pollinators includes both commercial and noncommercial 

beekeepers (does not include managed hives used for contracted pollination services 

at the site of application.  Contracted pollination services result in a relatively large 

number of bees intentionally placed in or near the crop area that may be treated and 

therefore are likely to be directly exposed to pesticides during an application. The 

EPA, through the federal pesticide registration process, is considering additional label 

restrictions on a broader range of pesticide products to protect managed bees under 

contracted pollination services from the potential acute hazards from toxic 

pesticides);   

 Is not intended to prohibit, eliminate or further restrict the application of pesticides, 

but rather reduce the risk of pesticide exposure to pollinators when pesticides are used 

nearby or within their (pollinators) normal foraging range; 

 Note:  In all cases, pesticide applications must be made in accordance with the 

pesticide label and all applicable federal and state pesticide laws and regulations. 

 

• Benefits of a State Managed Pollinator Protection Plan: 

 Communication between agricultural producers, pesticide applicators, landowners 

and beekeepers which will lead to practices that both mitigate potential pesticide 

exposure to bees and allows for the effective management of pests; 

 Flexibility to address the uniqueness of the state’s agriculture, urban floral aesthetics, 

the local beekeeping industry, state pesticide and apiary laws, and other factors; 

 Best Management Practices that can be used by all parties; 



 Provisions to allow for stakeholder input in the development of the Plan.   VDACS’ 

goal is the development of a pollinator protection plan which is the result of a 

collaborative approach between all parties; 

 Avoids situations of unnecessary conflict between these parties;  

 Alleviates potential calls for new legislation or regulations relative to the  use of 

pesticides for the agricultural, nonagricultural and beekeeping industries; (See “EPA” 

bullet below regarding additional restrictions) 

 Minimal Cost – Virginia’s Plan is voluntary and the only costs associated with 

participation are those which the parties elect to implement. There may be costs 

associated with implementation of certain BMPs; 

 The Virginia Plan focuses on communication between agricultural producers, 

applicators, landowners and beekeepers, therefore the only cost will be those 

associated with communication between parties. 

 Potential method(s) to identify those areas which may receive pesticide applications – 

the identification of these sites will allow beekeepers to establish apiaries in locations 

which are far removed for the pesticide application site, thereby reducing: 

 The risk of exposure to pesticides 

 The amount of communication necessary to protect bees (No communication 

is necessary for those apiaries which are located far from pesticide application 

sites) 

 

• EPA intends to monitor the success of state managed pollinator protection plans in mitigating 

risk to bees from acutely toxic pesticides nationally.  Based upon the collective success of 

each state’s unique plan, EPA will determine if additional actions and/or label restrictions are 

warranted. 

 

• Development of the Virginia State Managed Pollinator Protection Plan requires the input and 

cooperation of all stakeholders. Seven public meetings (listening sessions) at various 

locations throughout Virginia provide an opportunity for input and public comment from a 

broad range of stakeholders regarding the critical elements of Virginia’s Plan. 

 



 The purpose of the listening sessions is to: (i) provide an overview of the EPA’s guidance to 

state lead pesticide agencies in developing state pollinator protection plans, (ii) seek input 

from stakeholders on the critical elements that should be included in Virginia’s Plan and (iii) 

provide an overview of the critical elements VDACS is proposing for inclusion in the State 

Managed Pollinator Protection. 

 

 Other opportunities to provide input include submitting written comments: 

 Email to  PollinatorProtection@vdacs.virginia.gov ; 

 Mail to VDACS at: 

VDACS – Office of Pesticide Services 

PO Box 1163 

Richmond VA 23218 

 

 The final Virginia State Managed Pollinator Protection Plan will be developed taking into 

consideration the input received from stakeholders and the feasibility and cost 

effectiveness of each component of the Plan. 

 

 Anticipated time frame for completion in late Spring/early Summer 2016. 

 
 Select Resources 

 

United State Environmental Protection Agency - Protecting Bees and Other 

Pollinators from Pesticides   http://www2.epa.gov/pollinator-protection   

 

National Strategy to Promote the Health of Honey Bees and other Pollinators 

 

VDACS Office of Pesticide Services http://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/pesticides.shtml  

 

VDACS Office of Plant Industry Services http://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/plant-and-

pest.shtml  
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