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I. Narrative 
The Virginia Horse Industry Board was established in 1994 as the result of legislation and a 
statewide referendum. The 12-member Board is responsible for the promotion and economic 
development of the horse industry in Virginia. Activities of the Board are supported by the 
Virginia Horse Industry Promotion and Development fund. Monies in the fund are generated by 
an assessment of $1.50 on each Equine Infectious Anemia sample (Coggins Test) collected in the 
state. 
 
The Board has identified seven focus areas in its strategic plan: 

1) Collect and Analyze Data on the Horse Industry 
2) Produce and Promote Economic Impact Studies 
3) Develop Short- and Long-Term Marketing Plans to Promote the Virginia 
    Horse Industry 
4) Promote and Assist Educational Programs 
5) Promote and Support Equine Research in Virginia 
6) Utilize the Board’s Annual Budget to Meet the Mission Statement and 
7) Communicate to the Horse Industry the Plans and Progress of the Virginia 
    Horse Industry Board 
 

The Board awards grants on an annual basis according to grant guidelines which have been 
developed and are publicized. Grant proposals are submitted in early March and are reviewed 
shortly thereafter by the Board. The Board works diligently to promote the $1.2 billion equine 
industry in the Commonwealth—representing 215,000 horses and 41,000 operations. Also from 
the 2011 economic impact study conducted by the University of Virginia Weldon Cooper 
Center: the industry generates more than 16,000 jobs in Virginia; the industry generates $65.3 
million in state and local taxes, with 50% of the figure representing state taxes. Horse owners 
spend $873 million annually on horse related expenses; and some 1,200 horse shows and events 
are held in Virginia each year—generating $25 million in revenue with nearly 1 million 
attending these events. 
 
  



II. Budget and Finances 
Cost Code #625 
 
1. Cash Balance: June 30, 2015       $314,975.16 
 
2. (a) Assessment Receipts: July 1, 2015-June 30, 2016    (+) $59,861.86 
    (b) Virginia Racing Commission*      (+) $25,651.50 
    (c) Interest Receipts: July 1, 2014-June 30, 2015    (+) $1,898.13 
     
3. Total Balance and Receipts (1+2)       (=) $402,386.65 
 
4. Deduct Total Actual Expenditures (from VDACS 
    Financial Analysis Sheet)        (–) $133,593.21 
 
5. Cash Balance: June 30, 2016       (=) $268,793.44 
 
* 2015-2016 Virginia Racing Commission revenues were $25,651.50 
 
 
 

Cost Code #626 
1. Cash Balance: June 30, 2015       $193,656.79 
 
2. (a) Assessment Receipts: July 1, 2015-June 30, 2016    (+) $157,775.46 
    (b) Interest Receipts: July 1, 2015-June 30, 2016     (+) $1323.88 
    (c) Miscellaneous Regulator       (+) $600.00 
 
3. Other Receipts: July 1, 2015-June 30, 2016     (+) 0.00 
 
4. Total Balance and Receipts (1+2+3)      (=) $353,356.13 
 
5. Deduct Total Actual Expenditures (from VDACS 
    Financial Analysis Sheet)        (–) $120,492.64 
 
6. Cash Balance: June 30, 2016       (=) $232,863.49 
 
  



III. Projects and Funding 
Over the past year, the Board awarded $133,674.00 from the Equine Feed Checkoff Fund (Cost 
Code #626) to fund 14 new projects promoting marketing, education, and research of the 
industry. A list of some of those grant projects follows with the recipient of the project 
monies, the category, and the dollar amount: 
 
Education 
Virginia State 4-H Horse Show        $5,000 
Virginia 4-H EquiSmartz         $3,500 
Virginia Forage & Grasslands Council Educational Horse Events   $3,000 
Virginia FFA Youth Contests and Proficiency Awards    $4,650  
Virginia Representation at the National Equestrian Trails Conference (2016) $2,377  
     
Marketing 
Virginia Horse Council: Serving the Horse Industry      $33,500 
2017 Calendar to Promote the Horse Industry in Virginia     $6,000 
Professional Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship International  $15,104 
Wager N’ Win to Help Virginia Racing      $10,000 
Ride the Rail or Ride the Trail       $3,525 
 
Research 
Targeting New Deworming Strategies Towards Tomorrow’s Horse 
Industry Leaders          $600 
Acetaminophen Pharmacokinetics and Safety in Horses    $14,734 
The Effect of Insulin Resistance on Protein Metabolism in Horses   $7,160 
The Role of MicroRNA’s in the Horse’s Immune Response To Endotoxemia $5,312 
Variances in Cortisol Levels in Horses Used in Equine Assisted 
Activities and Therapies        $4,920 
Avoidance of Pasture-Associated Laminitis      $14,292 
 
Virginia Bred Grant Program 
In 2016 the Virginia Horse Industry Board funded the following organizations: 

Past funding – Virginia Bred Program 2016 
American Saddlebred Horse Association of Virginia $1,500 
Commonwealth Dressage & Combined Training Association $3,000 
Old Dominion Miniature Horse Club of Virginia $1,000 
Old Dominion Morgan Horse Association, Ltd. $1,000 
Virginia Appaloosa Horse Club $1,000 
Virginia Horse Shows Association $5,000 
Virginia Paint Horse Club, Inc. $5,000 
Virginia Pony Breeders Association $5,350 
Virginia Presidential Paso Fino Association, Inc. $2,000 
Virginia Quarter Horse Association $5,500 
Total $30,350 
 
  



IV. Year End Funding Level 
The cash balance in Cost Code #625 as of June 30, 2016, was $268,793.44. 
The cash balance in Cost Code #626 as of June 30, 2016, was $232,863.49. 
 
V. Board Meetings and Board Member Attendance Roster 
The Board met four (4) times between July 1, 2015, and June 30, 2016. It is anticipated that 
the Board will continue to meet four to five times per year. A meeting roster/attendance sheet 
is attached. 
 
X: Present/O: Absent 6/9/2015 12/1/2015 4/5/2016 6/16/2016 
David Lands X X X X 
Nancy Paschall X X X X 
David Lamb X X X X 
Bridgett McIntosh X X X X 
Brooke Royster (Proxy) 
 

Debbie Easter 
O 

Debbie Easter 
X 

Bill Murrill 
X 

Debbie Easter 
X 

Brian Felts (Proxy) 
Replaced by Mike Stoher O 

Cathette 
Plumer 

X 

Cathette 
Plumer 

X 
O 

Jimmy Lee (Proxy) Sue Mullins 
 

X 
O 

Beryl 
Herzog 

X 

Beryl Herzog 
X 

Harold McKenzie O O X X 
Ann Walker  
Replaced by Sue Alvis X X X X 

Eleanor Jones  
Replaced by Nancy Troutman O X X X 

Alison Umberger O X X X 
 
 
VI. Summary 
This past fiscal year, the Virginia Horse Industry Board continued efforts to promote the State’s 
equine industry through a number of expanded projects. Inherent in the projects was the Board’s 
mission: the promotion and economic development of the Virginia horse industry. 
In the absence of a program manager, the Virginia Horse Industry Board contracted with the 
Middleburg Agricultural Research and Extension Center for marketing efforts. 
 


